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The Hachshara Pioneer Training
in Germany 1933-1947 —
Geringshof "Kibbutz Buchenwald"

Herbert Ehud Growald in 1986 at age of 72




Left: Papa Joker, Center: Herbert Growald
The Hachshara training group
in Geringshof working
with zest for life
standing in front
of the main building.
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Geringshof
Entrance
Israel flag

raised

Members of "Kibbutz Buchenwald”
in Geringshof (Moshe Alter, Itka
Alter, Herbert Growald, Isidor Yoker)
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Hachshara training leaders from the right:
Herbert Growald, 2" left: Arthur Poznanski.

Arthur Poznanski
was one of

the HeChalutz

(the pioneer) leaders
and a leader of

"Kibbutz Buchenwald".
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Wedding of my parents llze Lowenstein with
Herbert Growald in Geringshof (9.6.1946)

Herbert Growald's
release certificate
from the
Bergen-Belsen

concentration camp
on May 5, 1945
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Agricultural work
in Geringshof,
on the right:
Pisa Simcha,
Herbert Growald,
Isidor Yoker

The farm in
Geringshof
in front of
the main
building

Members of

"Kibbutz Buchenwald"
with American Jewish
soldiers

who came to visit

Standing from left:
Isidor Yoker, sitting:
second from left
Moshe Alter, fourth
from left: Lola Ahuvia,
center: Mali Fischel.
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Photo from page 13 of Yehudit Theodore Baumel's book "Kibbutz
Buchenwald"”. Among the founders and family members, from the right: Hilde
(Griinbaum) Simcha, Yehezkel Tidor, Shirley Tidor, Pnina Shechter, Herschel
Schechter, Avraham Ahuvia (former Gottlieb), Lola (Sultanik) Ahuvia.

June 2021 — Members of the association meet in Kibbutz Netzer Sereni
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“Kibbutz Buchenwald” in Geringshof / Lecture by Yoav Gad, September 2023

Today | stand before you here as representative of the second generation of Shoa survivors.
|, Yoav Gad, stand here on behalf of my father, Ehud Herbert Growald, who was one of the
leaders of the Jewish HeChalutz (pioneer) movement in Germany at the Berlin head office.
He was a leading instructor and manager in the Hachsharot (training facilities) of HeChalutz
in Ahrensdorf and Neuendorf. He was deported together with 117 of his trainees from
Neuendorf to Auschwitz on April 19" 1943. He was finally liberated when he was in the
Bergen Belsen KZ on April 19'", 1945. He died in Israel on April 19%", 2007. (25.2.1914-
19.4.2007)

I, Yoav Growald — Gad, was born on 18.2.1949 already in the State of Israel. For 23 years |
served as a pilot in the Israeli Air Force. | then spent 23 years volunteering in organizations
taking care of youths in need. (We call them Youth Having a Chance.)

In August 1945, my father arrived at the Geringshof farm and joined the “Kibbutz
Buchenwald”. He stayed there until July 1947 when he legally immigrated to the Land of Israel,
which was then under the British Mandate.

He chose Geringshof because it was outside the area of the Russian Red Army Zone. The place
was in the American Zone. The founders of the Kibbutz settled first in Egendorf and later
moved on to Geringshof because it was a larger farm with more spacious buildings. The
Geringshof farm had already been a Hachshara training site of the HeChalutz movement and
in Jewish ownership before the Second World War.

When the founders first arrived in Geringshof they discovered in the attic of the barn a Torah
scroll in a large box. On the wall above it there was a sentence written in Hebrew: “Think
about us from time to time.” It was a reminder of the members of the group B.C.D — Brit
Chalutzim Datiyim (the Covenant of the Religious Pioneers), who were deported to be killed
in 1943,

The specific site was chosen among other things for the purpose to serve as a transit station
for surviving Jews who were throughout Europe and in Germany on their way to illegally
immigrate to the Land of Israel. It was called ‘illegal’ because the British authorities did not
give every Jew a permit (Certificate) to come to Israel. Therefore, at any point in time there
were in Geringshof a few dozen young Jewish men and women, who stayed either for a few
days or sometimes up to two years there.

In total, during the years 1945-1948 about 10,000 people went through Geringshof.
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The place became once again an agricultural farm having cows, horses, livestock, and fields
of different crops. From time-to-time groups left in trucks heading to the port of Marseille,
from where they continued to the Land of Israel in small ships, which the Jewish “Mossad for
Aliya B” (the forerunner of the Israeli Mossad in the time before the State of Israel became
independent) and the organization (“HaBricha”, the escape) bought and operated.

The first people to arrive in Geringshof on 3.6.1945 were members of the religious Zionist
youth movements, led by Ezekiel Tidor and people of the HeChalutz Hachsharot groups from
Germany headed by Artur Poznanski. Ezekiel Tidor had been in the Geringshof Hachshara
facility already before the Second World War started. He survived five years of being in the
Auschwitz and Buchenwald concentration camps. Later, a wide range of people arrived there
with or without a Zionist movement background.

Garsfeld was a small, neglected site with no livestock and lacking any maintenance. In
contrast, Geringshof was a large place managed by a German farm manager. The farm had
livestock and cultivated agricultural fields as well as basic agricultural equipment. There was
a clear need for people to repair, maintain and transport basic equipment, food and
agricultural tools. Organized groups and individual people continued to arrive from time to
time. The founders of the Kibbutz and the community leaders were Ezekiel Tidor, Artur
Poznanski, Herbert Growald, Pize Simcha, Simcha Diamant, Isidor (Papa) Jocker, Rivka
Engelrad (later to become the wife of Aharon Bacia), Aharon Bacia, Israel Lerner, Avraham
Gottlieb (later called Ahuvia) and Jewish leaders from outside the community such as Rabbi
Herschel Schechter and Rabbi Reuven Marcus, both from the U.S. Army.

At the beginning, mainly men were arriving. As a result, the community lacked women in
order to maintain some social balance and also for the purpose of maintaining the facility. For
this reason some group members were sent to Fulda in order to find and bring a female
reinforcement to the Hachshara in Geringshof. And indeed, they were successful.

Over time, the Hachshara at Geringshof had agricultural equipment, cows, horses, chickens
and pigs, agricultural fields and a large forest all around. The facility manager was Isidor
(Papa) Jocker, who was a dominant and energetic figure, and a knowledgeable person. Many
visitors came to the farm after having heard about it far away from American and British
officers and from leaders of Jewish communities.

There was a shortage of money in order to run and maintain the facility, to pay for food,
clothing, agricultural equipment etc. Financial support came from various sources such as
from Rabbi Schechter, who represented the U.S. Army, from the military governor of Fulda,
Lieutenant Finkelstein, who was very supportive, from soldiers of the British Jewish Brigade,
from Jewish soldiers of the U.S. Army, from the Jewish JOINT Organization, the Jewish Agency
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and UNRWA. Lieutenant Finkelstein, as the governor of the Fulda district was the one who
gave the Hachshara group the permit to use the Geringshof farm.

At the beginning of the Kibbutz there were two “camps”: the religious people of the Agudat
Israel, and the secular veterans of the Hachsharot HeChalutz. Later, there was a further split
between German born and Polish born members. Then another split took place between the
younger members and the veteran members. People also distinguished between Zionists and
others who only understood the place as a transit station.

Nevertheless, as a result of the end of the war, the Shoa survivors had no home to return to.
Friendships and cooperations were created very often. Already at the beginning of 1946, 4
marriages took place in Geringshof. Among them were my parents, who were married in June
1946. Many friendships evolved later to marriages of which families grew and immigrated to
Israel and lived there ever since.

InJuly 1948, the Geringshof Hachshara was closed. Most people immigrated to Israel illegally.
Only a minority of the Kibbutz Buchenwald group from Geringshof received the British
Certificates. This small Kibbutz Buchenwald group founded Israel in June 1948 the “Kibbutz
Buchenwald” on a farm between Rishon LeZion and Rehovot, which was called the Spun farm.
In 1917, the Spun farm was conquered by the British general Allenby during the First World
War, when the British conquered Palestine from the Ottoman Empire, and later received the
mandate from the League of Nations to govern it. In 1949, the Kibbutz name was changed to
Kibbutz Netzer. Netzer means in Hebrew a sprout or a shoot. In June 1955, the Knesset, the
Israeli parliament approved to rename the Kibbutz as Kibbutz Netzer Sereni commemorating
Enzo Sereni, who had been a Jewish volunteer parachutist in the Jewish Brigade of the British
Army. He parachuted over Italy for the purpose of rescuing Jews from the Holocaust, and was
caught by the German Nazis, and deported to Dachau where he was executed.

Among the founding members of Kibbutz Buchenwald/Kibbutz Netzer Sereni were Hilde
Greenbaum, later Hilde Simcha, who had been a trainee of my father when he was an
instructor in Ahrensdorf and Neuendorf, leading the group also in Auschwitz, Bergen Belsen
and Geringshof. Hilde Simcha was the one to arrange for my father to again meet llse
Loewenstein, who had been his fiancée already since 1938 when they met at lake Wannsee.
After the meeting his fiancé in Fulda, Herbert took her to Geringshof where they married on
9.6.1946.

Hilde Simcha lives since 1948 in Kibbutz Netzer Sereni to this day, having children,
grandchildren, and great grandchildren, who all live in the Kibbutz. Hilde’s 100" birthday is
on 31.8.2023!

217



Allow me to add on a personal note: it is well known that the generation of our parents did
not share and did not tell almost anything about their experiences in the Shoa. Maybe they
did it in order to protect us their children from the memories of that past. | personally heard
about the Geringshof Hachshara and about “Kibbutz Buchenwald” many times. In 1966, |
visited with my parents my uncle Leo (Leopold) and aunt Buby (Scharlotte) Danziger, who
lived since 1945 in Hattenhof for the rest of their lives. The visit took place upon the invitation
of my father, who wanted the relatives to be close to him. The meeting in 1966 was to
celebrate the 80™ birthday of Leo. | got from him as a present a complete painting set. | took
it and went to the nearby hill to paint the landscape. Only 30 years later my father told me
that the landscape which | had painted was the Geringshof Hachshara farm. | tell you this
anecdote in order to illustrate to what extent our parents, the generation of the Shoa
survivors avoided telling their children about their past. My father was an only son, | am an
only son, and my daughter is an only child as well...

Today | lead and manage an association, which | have founded, which commemorates the
heritage of the Hachsharot HeChalutz in Germany. We focus on collecting information and
communicating the legacy of the Hachsharot HeChalutz using modern media. We have about
120 members, people from the first, second, third and fourth generation. The name of our
association is: “Hachsharot HeChalutz in Germany 1933-1947 / the following generations”.

We have an internet website in Hebrew, German and English, containing a substantial amount
of historic documents and pictures. Three people from the founding generation of the
Hachsharot HeChalutz have already received the notable recognition of the badge of “Jews
who Rescued a Jew”. This Bnei Brit badge is similar to the Yad Vashem badge of “The
Righteous Among the Nations” for non-Jews who rescued Jews during the Holocaust while
risking their own lives. The three who were recognized by Bnei Brit as recipients of the badge
of “Jews who rescued a Jew” are my father, Ehud Herbert Growald, Alex Moch, the director
of the Neuendorf Hachshara, and Ezekil Tidor. To this day already 617 Jews have been
recognized by Bnai Brith to receive the badge of “A Jew who rescued Jews”. Most of them
were recognized posthumously. On August 13, 2023 also Alma Rose was recognized to
receive the badge. She was the leader, conductor and manager of the Auschwitz women
orchestra and was murdered on 4.4.1944 in Auschwitz. This recognition came just in time 2
weeks before the 100" birthday of Hilde Simcha who played violin in this orchestra.
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[ 8 August 2023]
Fulda‘s Jewish History

Monday 4 September — Thursday 7 September 2023
Stadtschlof3 Fulda

Conference Programme
including excursions

The conference is convened by the City of Fulda, in associaton with the Kommission fiir die Geschichte der
Juden in Hessen (Commission of the Federal State of Hesse for the History of the Jews in Hesse) and the
Institute for Legal and Constitutional History of the University of Vienna and in cooperation with the Central
Archives for the History of the Jewish People, Jerusalem, the Archive of the Religious Kibbutz movement,
Kvuzat Yavne, the archive of Chafetz Chaim, the Austrian State Archive, Division House, Court and State
Archive, Vienna and the Archive of the Federal State of Hesse, Division State Archive Marburg

Academic responsbility rests with Professor. Dr J. Friedrich Battenberg, Technichal University of Darmstadt
and Dr Stephan Wendehorst, Justus-Liebig-University Gie3en and University of Vienna, overall responsibility
with Dr Thomas Heiler, City of Fulda

Venues: Stadtschloss, Marmorsaal, ifnot explicitly mentioned otherwise

Pre-Programme Monday, 4 September

11.00 a.m. — 4.00h: Excursion | to Betzenrod (The Rodges legacy I), Mansbach and Rhina, Chair Stephan
Wendehorst, Vienna

with brief interventions in Betzenrod by David Harel, Kvuzat Yavne, tbc and in Mansbach by Dieter Wunder,
Bad Nauheim: History of the Jews in Mansbac [German]

Departure: Bus-Stop Abtstor (next to the Hotel am Dom)

Monday 4 September 2023

Opening Session
Venue: Stadtschloss [City Hall, former Prince-Bishop‘s palace], Fiirstensaal [State Room}

As from 4.30 p.m. Arrival & Get-Together

5.00 p.m. Welcome by the Lord Mayor of Fulda, Heiko Wingenfeld [German]

5.20 p.m Welcome Addresses by

Roman Melamed, Chairman of the Jewish Community of Fulda [German]

Andreas Lehnardt, Chairman of the Kommission fiir die Geschichte der Juden in Hessen [German]

Milos§ Vec, Deputy Head of the Institute for Legal and Constitutional History of the University of Vienna
[German]

5.45 p.m. Introduction to the Conference Fulda’s Jewish History J. Friedrich Battenberg and Stephan Wen-
dehorst [German & English]

6.15 p.m. New Archival Sources concerning Fulda‘s Jewish History & welcome addresses:

- Yochai Ben Ghedalia, Director of the Central Archive for the History of the Jewish People (CAHIJP), Jeru-
salem

- Hadar Bashan, Head of the Archive of the Religious Kibbutz Movement, Kvuzat Yavne [Hebrew]

- Keren Hamiel, Chafetz Chaim [Hebrew]

- R. Kunstadt, Yeshiva Kol Torah, in absentia, read out by Abraham Moses, Jerusalem [Hebrew]

- Thomas Just, Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Wien, angefragt [German]

- Shaare Zedek Hospital, Jerusalem

Break
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7.30 p.m. Lecture: Jewish Life in Germany from 1945 up to the Presence
Daniel Neumann, Chairman of the Association of Jewish Communities in the Federal State of Hesse

8.00 p.m. Reception by the City of Fulda
Tuesday 5 September 2023

8.15—-09.45 a.m. Excursion 2 to Fulda’s Jewish Places (Old Jewish Cemetery, Site of the former Synagogue,
Jewish Community — Former Jewish School)

Chair: Thomas Heiler, City of Fulda

Meeting point: Old Jewish Cemetery, Rabanusstraf3e

Panel 1: Fulda’s Jewish History in the Middle Ages

Chair & Introduction: Volkhard Huth, Darmstadt

10.00 a.m. Israel Yuval, Jerusalem: The Ritualmurder Trial in Fulda 1235 — A reavaluation of the facts

10.45 a.m. Andreas Lehnardt, Mainz: Snatched - Cut - Recyceled: Medieval Hebrew Manuscript Fragments
in Fulda

11.15 a.m. Sabine Bloch/Herrsching: Manus from Steinhaus reconsidered

Break

Sektion/Panel 2: Fulda’s Jewish History in early modern times

Chair & introduction: Karl Hérter, Darmstadt

12.00 noon J. Friedrich Battenberg, Darmstadt: The Fulda Jewry Ordinance of 1586

12.45 p.m. André Griemert, Hanau: The court proceedings concerning the Fulda turmoil of 1591 before the
Imperial Aulic Council

Lunchbreak

2.30 p.m. Thomas Heiler, Fulda: The Inventory of the property of the Fulda Jews after the expulsion in 1671
3.00 p.m.: Gideon Bashan, Kvuzat Yavne, Maharam Schiff

3.30 p.m. Dieter Wunder, Bad Nauheim: Jews between the Prince Abbey Fulda and the Bishopric of Wiirz-
burg: The Jews of the Canton Rhén-Werra of the Imperial Knghthood

4.15 p.m.: Kevin Hecken, Vienna: Jews from the Prince-Bishopric of Fulda and Canton Rhon-Werra of the
Imperial Knghthood as reflected in the records of the Imperial Aulic Council

Coffee Break

5.15 p.m. Roundtable: Fulda’s Jews in the Middle Ages and the early modern period Chair and Kick-Off
Statement Karl Harter, with Israel Yuval, Volkhard Huth and Andreas Lehnardt participating

Evening Lecture

Venue: Stadtschloss, Fiirstensaal

20.00 p.m. Yacov Ariel/Chapel Hil The Nobel Laureate in Literature, S.J. Agnon, in Bad Briickenau
Wednesday 6 September 2023

Panel 3: The Jews of Fulda - Emancipation and Modernity

Chair & Introduction: Stephan Wendehorst, Vienna

9.00 a.m. Rainer Polley, Marburg: The Tortous Path of the Emancipation of the Jews of Fulda during the Era
of the Federation of the Rhine

9.45 a.m. Paula Somogyi, Vienna Prince Bishop Heinrich von Bibra and the the Jewish Reform School Project
10.30h: Mordechai Zucker, Jerusalem: Changes in the Use of Language and Writing by Fulda Jews as Reflec-
ted in the Communal Records

Coftee Break

Panel 4: German Neo-Orthodoxy: Elsewere in Germany the exception, in Fulda the rule
Chair & Introduction: Stephan Wendehorst, Vienna
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11.30 a.m. Carsten Wilke, Vienna: From Traditional to Modern Orthodoxy: Kela Bamberger (1804-1881), the
Fulda Wife of the Wiirzburger Rav

12.00 noon Andreas Brimer, Hamburg: Jewish teachers in Kurhessen in the 19th century

12.30 p.m. Eitan Cahn, Efrat: Rulings on and discussion of 'shechita' by the rabbis of Fulda (per Video)
Lunch Break

Panel 5: The Jews of Fulda between Catholic Milicu, Prussia and the German Nation-State

Chair & Introduction: Andreas Bramer, Hamburg

2.30h: Olaf Blaschke, Miinster: Catholic Antisemitism n the 19th and 20th Centuries: Structures and Shifts
3.15 p.m. Avital Sagi, Ofra Refuting the Ritual Murder Libel: The Letter of Georg Kopp, Bishop of Fulda, to
Michael Cahn, District Rabbi of Fulda

3.45 p.m. Niklot KliiBendorf, Amoneburg: How Orthodox Jews Obtained their Kosher Fat during World War
I

16.30 p.m. Johann Ickxs, Rome: Patterns of Catholic-Jewish Relations with Special Reference to Fulda
Coftee Break

17.15 p.m. Roundtable: Emancipation and Integration of the Jews of Fulda at the end of the 19th Century
Chair Leitung: Stephan Wendehorst, Vienna with Ofer Aschkenazi, tbc, Yacov Ariel, Hanina Ben Menachem,
Jerusalem und Michael Imhof participating

7.00 p.m. Conference Dinner at the Hotel Esperanto
9.00 p.m. Screening of the film ,,The Pianist by Roman Polanski, with an introduction to Wim Hosenfeld

Thursday 7 September 2023

Panel 6: Fulda’s Jewish History during the Weimar Republic

Chair & Introduction: Martin Liepach, Frankfurt-on-Main

8.00 a.m. Arye Edrei, David Fuchs, Paula Somogyi, Stephan Wendehorst, Mordechai Zucker Selected exa-
mples from the jurisdiction of the Rabbinical Court of Fulda

8.30 a.m. Verity Steele, Southampton: Bachad — Brit Chalutzim Dati’im (Bachad) in Germany

9.00 a.m. Birgit Sack, Dresden: Fulda Jews during the Weimarer Republic: Internal Differentiation and In-
tegration into Urban Society

Coffee Break

Panel 7: The National Socialist Era and its Consequences fort he Jews of Fulda

Chair and Introduction: Stephan Wendehorst, Vienna

10.00 a.m. Frank Verse: Researches to Proveniences in the Municipal Museums of Fulda — Provisional Results
10.30 a.m. Anja Listmann, Fulda: The Auction Catalogues of Jewish Property in Fulda

11.00 a.m. Michael Braunold, Children’s Transports from Fulda to England

11.30 a.m. Yoav Ron, Kvuzat Yavne New Discoveries from Kvuzat Yavne

12.30—2.30 p.m. Excursion 3 to Rodges (The Rodges Legacy II) with contributions of Sarah Evron and David
Harel
Departure: Bus-Stop Abtstor (next to the Hotel am Dom); Snacks at Rodges

Panel 8: Fulda Jews after World War II

Chair and Introduction: Thomas Heiler, Fulda

2.30 p.m. Marcus Velke-Schmidt/Koln: Jewish and non-Jewish Displaced Persons in Fulda
3.00 p.m. Yoav Gad, From Buchenwald to Israel via Fulda: Kibbutz Buchenwald

Coftee Break

3.45 p.m. Gunda Trepp: Tora und weltliche Kultur. Wie Rabbiner Leo Trepp die Fuldaer Neo-Orthodoxie auf
dic amerikanische Moderne iibertrug

4.15 p.m. Linde Weiland, Fulda: The Re-Establishment oft he Jewish Community of Fulda after World War 11
and the Role of Immigrants from the former Soviet Union
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Cofte Break

Panel 9: Cross-Sections through Fulda's Jewish History

Chair and Introduction: Thomas Heiler, Stadtarchiv Fulda

5.00 p.m.: Abraham David, Jerusalem: Rabbinical leadership at Fulda in the Early Modern period

5.45 p.m. Anja Listmann, Fulda: Jewish cemeteries in Fulda from the Middle Ages to the present day, with a
focus on the legal dispute between the city of Fulda and the Jewish Restitution successor organization in the
post-war period.

6.00 p.m. Stephan Wendehorst, Vienna: Fulda reflected in the leading German Orthodox periodical Der Israelit
6.30 p.m. Final Discussion: Chairs Friedrich Battenberg and Stephan Wendehorst

Friday 8 September 2023

9.00 a.m. — 1.00 p.m. Excursion 4 to Weyhers and Tann Chair: Thomas Heiler. In Weyhers with a Tour of the
Jewish Cemetry by Inge Hohmann: and in Tann with a contribution of Michael Imhof on the History of the
Jews of Tann

Departure: Bus-Stop Abtstor (next to the Hotel am Dom)

10.00 a.m. —3.00 p.m. Excursion 5 to Gehringshof (The Rodges Legacy III), Bad Biickenau and Pfaffenhausen
near Hammelburg chair Stephan Wendehorst, with contributions in Gehringshof by David Harel and Verity
Steele, Gehringshof und the Bruderhof Community at Neuhof and in Briickenau Spa by Yaacov Ariel on
Between two Cities and Stephan Wendehorst on Jewish Spa Visitors and in Pfadffenhausen Cornelia Mence
Tour of the Jewish Cemetrery

Departure: Bus-Stop Abtstor (next to the Hotel am Dom)

Programme Sunday 10 September 2023

10.00 a.m. — 1.00 p.m. Excursion 6 to the Jewish Museium in Frankfurt-on-Main
Chair Rahel Blum, Frankfurt-on-Main

8.48 a.m. Departure: Fulda Central Station

Contact & Registration:
Stadt Fulda

Kulturamt

SchlossstrafBie 1

36037 Fulda

Mail: kulturamt@fulda.de
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Conference ,,Fulda’s Jewish History*

Excursions

Monday, 4 September

Excursion 1 to Betzenrod (The Rodges Legacy 1), Mansbach and Rhina
11.00 a.m. — 4.00 p.m.

11.00 a.m. Departure from the Bus-Stop Abtstor, next to the Hotel am Dom

Tuesday 5 September 2023

Excursion 2 to Fulda’s Jewish Places (Old Jewish Cemetery, Site of the former
Synagogue, Jewish Community — Former Jewish School)

8.15 —09.45 a.m. Chair: Thomas Heiler, City of Fulda
Meeting point: Old Jewish Cemetery, Rabanusstrafie

Thursday, 7 September

Excursion 3 to Rodges (The Rodges Legacy II)
12.30 p.m. — 2.30 p.m.

12.30 p.m. Departure from the Bus-Stop 4btstor, next to the Hotel am Dom

Friday, 8 September
Excursion 4 to Weyhers and Tann

9.00 am. —1.00 p.m.
9.00 a.m. Departure from the Bus-Stop Abtstor, next to the Hotel am Dom

Excursion 5 to Gehringshof (The Rodges Legacy 111), Bad Biickenau and Pfaffenhausen
near Hammelburg

10.00 a.m. — 3.00 p.m.
10.00 a.m. Departure from the Bus-Stop Abtstor, next to the Hotel am Dom

Sunday, 10 September

Excursion 6 to Frankfurt-on-Main
10.00 a.m. — 1.00 p.m.

8.48 a.m. Depart Fulda Central Station

If interested in any of the excursions, please register at your earliest convenience with Paula Somogyi, M.A.
at paula.somogyi@univie.ac.at, since places are limited.

223



Prof. Dr. J. Friedrich Battenberg geb.1946. Studium der Rechtswissenschaften und
Referendariat in Frankfurt am Main 1965 — 1973, Zweite Juristische Staatspriufung und
Jurist. Dissertation an der Universitat Frankfurt a.M. 1973, Habilitation mit Venia Legendi in
Mittelalterlicher uind Neuerer Geschichte 1984. Apl. Professur an der Techn. Universitat
Darmstadt 1990. 1997-2011. Leiter des Hess. Staatsarchivs Darmstadt. Forschungen zur
Justizgeschichte und Geschichte der Juden in der Vormoderne im HI. RGmischen Reich.
Grunder (mit Markus Wenninger) und zeitw. Mitherausgeber der wissensch. Zeitschrift
»<Aschkenas®. Mitherausgeber der ,Quellen und Studien zur Héchsten Gerichtsbarkeit im
Alten Reich®. Vorsitzender der Hessischen Historischen Kommission. Ehrung 2016 durch
Festschrift zum 70. Geburtstag. Veroffentlichung zahlreiche Aufsatze und Monographien
u.a.: "Judenverordnungen in Hessen-Darmstadt" (1987), "Das Europaische Zeitalter der
Juden" (2.Aufl. 2000), "Das Reichskammergericht und die Juden® (1992), "Die Juden in
Deutschland vom 16. bis zum 18. Jh.“ (2001). ,Quellen zur Geschichte der Juden im
Hessischen Staatsarchiv Darmstadt, 1080 — 1806 (3 Bande 1995-2008).

Kontakt:
Technische Universitat Darmstadt
Institut fir Geschichte

M: battenberg@pg.tu-darmstadt.de
Web:
https://www.geschichte.tu-darmstadt.de/institut fuer geschichte 1/evenari forum

Prof. Dr. Arye Edrei ist Professor an der Buchmann Fakultat flir Recht der Universitat Tel
Aviv. Er ist Mitherausgeber (gemeinsam mit Prof. Suzanne Last Stone) von "Dinei Israel”,
einer Zeitschrift Uber das judische Recht. Arye Edrei studierte Rechtswissenschaften an
der Hebraische Universitat Jerusalem. Er war Harry Star Fellow am Center for Jewish
Studies der Universitat Harvard, Gastprofessor an der Universitat Toronto, der Cardozo
Law School und der Universitat von Pennsylvania, sowie Fellow am Israel Institute for
Advanced Studies in Jerusalem und am Center for Hebrew and Jewish Studies der
Universitat Oxford.Seine Hauptinteressengebiete sind talmudische Jurisprudenz und
judisches Recht im 20. Jahrhundert. Gemeinsam mit Hanina Ben-Menachem hat er die
zweibandige Essaysammlung ,Windows onto Jewish Legal Culture®, London 2011
veroffentlicht. Er schreibt derzeit ein Buch Uber "Halakhah in the Twentieth Century".

Kontakt:

Universitat Tel Aviv

Buchmann Fakultat der Rechtswisssenschaften
Dr George Wise Sralle

Tel Aviv-Yafo

Israel

T: +972 3-640-6151

M: edreia@post.tau.ac.il
Web:
https://en-law.tau.ac.il/

Dr. Birgit Sack, Studium der Neueren und Neuesten Geschichte, der Neuen deutschen
Literaturwissenschaft und der Wirtschafts- und Sozialgeschichte; Promotion mit einer
geschichtswissenschaftlichen Studie Uber die katholische Frauenbewegung in der
Weimarer Republik; Leiterin der Gedenkstatte Mlnchner Platz Dresden / Stiftung
Sachsische Gedenkstatten, Publikationen (Auswahl): Fred Steins Dresdner Jahre.
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Politische und religidse Pragungen, in: Erika Eschebach/Helena Weber (Hg.), Fred Stein.
Dresden — Paris — New York, Dresden 2018, S. 54—69; Amalie Lauer, Die Frau in der
Auffassung des Nationalsozialismus (1932), in: Michael Huttenhoff/Lucia Scherzberg
(Hg.), Auseinandersetzungen mit dem Nationalsozialismus im deutsch- und
franzosischsprachigen Europa 1919-1949, Bd. 5.1, Bruxelles 2021, S. 257-267.
Hingerichtet am Munchner Platz, in: Heike Liebsch (Hg.), Der Neue Israelitische Friedhof
in Dresden, Berlin/Leipzig 2021, S. 111-113; mit Pavla Placha: ,Behaltet diesen Brief als
Andenken an mich®. Abschiedsbriefe von Dresdner Hinrichtungsopfern aus der
Tschechoslowakei. Eine kommentierte Edition, Prag/Leipzig 2023; Maria Grollmuf? (1896—
1944). Biografische Annaherung und Erinnerungsnarrative, Goéttingen 2023.

Kontakt:

Gedenkstatte Miinchner Platz Dresden / Stiftung Sachsische Gedenkstatten
Muinchner Platz 3

01187 Dresden

Postanschrift:

Zentrale Poststelle der TU Dresden

Helmholtzstr. 10

01069 Dresden

Bundesrepublik Deutschland

Tel: +49-351 4633 6466
M: birgitsack@web.de
Web:

www.stsg.de

Stephan Wendehorst, D.Phil. (Oxon.) ist Senior Scientist am Institut fur Rechts- und
Verfassungsgeschichte der Universitat Wien und leitet die univie:summerschool
»Geschichte der Juden im HI. Rom. Reich und seinen Nachfolgestaaten“ sowie die
univie:winterschool ,,Quellenkompetenz in judischer, allgemeiner und Rechtsgeschichte®.
Zuvor war er Stellver. Direktor des Simon-Dubnow-Instituts fur judische Geschichte und
Kultur an der Universitat Leipzig. Er studierte Geschichts-, Rechts- und
Wirtschaftswissenschaften an der Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitat Minchen und wurde an
der Universitat Oxford promoviert. Stephan Wendehorst war Gastdozent an der Universitat
Fribourg und Fellow des Israel Institute for Advanced Studies in Jerusalem. Er ist
Mitherausgeber der Reihe “bibliothek altes Reich”, Mitbegrinder des Jewish Law Moot
Court sowie des lus Commune Moot Court und Sekretar der Salo-Wittmayer-Baron
Gesellschaft in Wien. Er arbeitet Uber das “praktische Vdlkerrecht” (Jean Dumont, Mathias
Dogiel, Johann Jacob Moser), den kaiserlichen Reichshofrat und die Geschichte von
Juden und Judenheiten in Europa. Zu seinen Publikationen zahlen “British Jewry, Zionism
and the Jewish State, 1936-1956,“ Oxford, 2011 und ,Geschichte des HI. R6m. Reichs
deutscher Nation als Vélkerrechtsgeschichte®, demnachst.

Kontakt:

Universitat Wien

Juridicum

Institut fir Rechts- und Verfassungsgeschichte
Schottenbastei 10-16

1010 Wien

Republik Osterreich

T. +43-1-4277-345-75, +43-1-4277-345-71 (Sekretariat)
M. stephan.wendehorst@univie.ac.at

Web:

https://jhrr.univie.ac.at/
https://rechtsgeschichte.univie.ac.at/
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President of the State of Israel

THE PRESIDENT

Jerusalem. 24 BeAdar B. 5782
March 27, 2022
Attention: Yoav Gad, 28 Rotem Street, Yavne

Dear Yoav,

| have gratefully received your letter and the book "The Memoirs of Anneliese Borinski 1940-1943",
which you have kindly sent to me.

First | would like to thank you and the group of the “Hachsharot HeChalutz (Pioneer Training Group)
in Germany — The Following Generation” for the warm congratulation greetings.

| cherish your work as a documentation team of the legacy of the Zionist training of the "HeChalutz"
in Germany. Undoubtedly, your work is an important and necessary preservation of the memory of
the Holocaust and the revival. Like other books about which you wrote me, it is a fundamental and
important element in the education of younger generations, these days, when the "first-person”
testimonies are dwindling. Regarding the horrors of the Holocaust, your activities are more
significant than ever.

The secret of our existence in this country is the combination of our commitment to the Jewish
character and the preservation of heritage and tradition, and the most basic democratic foundations,
including equality, mutual respect and concern for your fellow people. And for the preservation and
transfer of the historical memory to the future generations. You contribute to all these elements. And
therefore, your contribution and the contribution of your friends to shaping the image of our country
deserves the thanks of the entire Israeli people.

| wish you and the group many more years of the blessed work of instilling the legacy of the past,
and of satisfaction from your endeavors.

With warm regards and wishing you all the best
Isaac Herzog

President of the State of Israel
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[ 8 August 2023]
Fulda‘s Jewish History

Monday 4 September — Thursday 7 September 2023
Stadtschlof3 Fulda

Conference Programme
including excursions

The conference is convened by the City of Fulda, in associaton with the Kommission fiir die Geschichte der
Juden in Hessen (Commission of the Federal State of Hesse for the History of the Jews in Hesse) and the
Institute for Legal and Constitutional History of the University of Vienna and in cooperation with the Central
Archives for the History of the Jewish People, Jerusalem, the Archive of the Religious Kibbutz movement,
Kvuzat Yavne, the archive of Chafetz Chaim, the Austrian State Archive, Division House, Court and State
Archive, Vienna and the Archive of the Federal State of Hesse, Division State Archive Marburg

Academic responsbility rests with Professor. Dr J. Friedrich Battenberg, Technichal University of Darmstadt
and Dr Stephan Wendehorst, Justus-Liebig-University GieBen and University of Vienna, overall responsibility
with Dr Thomas Heiler, City of Fulda

Venues: Stadtschloss, Marmorsaal, ifnot explicitly mentioned otherwise

Pre-Programme Monday, 4 September

11.00 a.m. — 4.00h: Excursion 1 to Betzenrod (The Rodges legacy I), Mansbach and Rhina, Chair Stephan
Wendehorst, Vienna

with brief interventions in Betzenrod by David Harel, Kvuzat Yavne, tbc and in Mansbach by Dieter Wunder,
Bad Nauheim: History of the Jews in Mansbac [German]

Departure: Bus-Stop Abtstor (next to the Hotel am Dom)

Monday 4 September 2023

Opening Session
Venue: Stadtschloss [City Hall, former Prince-Bishop‘s palace], Fiirstensaal [State Room}

As from 4.30 p.m. Arrival & Get-Together

5.00 p.m. Welcome by the Lord Mayor of Fulda, Heiko Wingenfeld [German]

5.20 p.m Welcome Addresses by

Roman Melamed, Chairman of the Jewish Community of Fulda [German]

Andreas Lehnardt, Chairman of the Kommission fiir die Geschichte der Juden in Hessen [German]

Milo§ Vec, Deputy Head of the Institute for Legal and Constitutional History of the University of Vienna
[German]

5.45 p.m. Introduction to the Conference Fulda’s Jewish History J. Friedrich Battenberg and Stephan Wen-
dehorst [German & English]

6.15 p.m. New Archival Sources concerning Fulda‘s Jewish History & welcome addresses:

- Yochai Ben Ghedalia, Director of the Central Archive for the History of the Jewish People (CAHJP), Jeru-
salem

- Hadar Bashan, Head of the Archive of the Religious Kibbutz Movement, Kvuzat Yavne [Hebrew]

- Keren Hamiel, Chafetz Chaim [Hebrew]

- R. Kunstadt, Yeshiva Kol Torah, in absentia, read out by Abraham Moses, Jerusalem [Hebrew]

- Thomas Just, Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Wien, angefragt [German]

- Shaare Zedek Hospital, Jerusalem

Break
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